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A Meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals was held on Wednesday, August 1, 2021, opening at 
6:00 p.m. at the Sylvan Lake Community Center, 2456 Pontiac Drive, with Chairman Menuck 
presiding over the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Present:  Schulz, Harrop, Kirsbaum, Menuck, Rubin 
Absent:   
Excused:  
Also Present:  City Manager Martin, Deputy-Clerk Fortuna, and City Attorney Schultz 

 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

Moved by Harrop, seconded Schulz, to approve the Zoning Board of Appeals Agenda for 
August 8, 2018, as submitted. 
 

Yes: All 
No:  None 

MOTION CARRIED  
 
 

 
VARIANCE REQUEST  Z-002-18 

 
Property:    1819 Inverness  Parcel: 18-01-236-018 
Petitioner:  Sylvan Table  
Zoning Ordinance Sections:  Permission Required: Sec 78-635 Keeping of farm animals 
and other animals 
 

In accordance with the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance, a Public Hearing was held by the 
Zoning Board of Appeals at the request of the petitioners to grant permission to allow Sylvan 
Table to keep farm animals, specifically pigs and chickens, on their Restaurant property at 1819 
Inverness. This property is located in the C1 Neighborhood Commercial zoning district. 
 
All property owners within 300 feet of the parcel in question having been duly notified of the 
hearing and the hearing published as required by PA 110 of 2006; Chairman Menuck opened 
the hearing. Proof of mailings and required proof of application are in the file. 
 
Martin shared a PowerPoint presentation explaining Sylvan Table requesting to keep five pigs 
and 48 chickens. He explained this unique because it is not a variance request.  The ordinance 
states these animals are prohibited, but the Zoning Board of Appeals may grant permission to 
keep them.  He showed a map indicating where the animals will be housed.  He shared the 
distances from each of the restaurants backing up to Sylvan Table, to the trail, and the distance 
to the closest home.  Martin explained because this is permission they could be granting, the 
Board can impose conditions based on public safety, comfort, convenience and quiet use or 
property.   
 
Kristina Pruccoli, Farm Manager of Sylvan Table, apologizing for misunderstanding the 



CITY OF SYLVAN LAKE 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

AUGUST 11, 2021 

2 
 

ordinance.  She referred to Chapter 10, animals, harboring, sounds, and maintenance, which 
led them to believe they were allowed.  Sylvan Table is a sustainable business and practices 
environmentally ethical practices.  She shared information about reducing waste and how much 
food waste there is. The EPA has a food waste hierarchy and how to reduce food waste in 
landfills.  The third way is to give food scraps to animals.  Sylvan Table also participates in the 
second-best way, which is composting.  When they realized how much food waste a restaurant 
produces, they decided to add animals.  The methane from our landfills is causing greenhouse 
gas, which is from our food waste.  Feeding the animals and using their manure helps improve 
soil health by using less fertilizers. They want to educate the community on more practices that 
are sustainable and have plans to do that.  Pigs will be raised May-October. They will not be 
slaughtered on-site.  They will go to a USDA facility and then Sylvan Table will use the meat. 
The chickens will be year-round.  They are not developed yet to lay eggs.  The farm will be 
certified by the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD) for the 
wash process in order to serve the eggs.  All of the feed is stored in steel bins to reduce the 
potential for rats or rodents.  They do not have any rats or rodents being caught in their traps.  
There are feral cats on the property behind/next to Sylvan Table that may catch rats too. 
 
Schulz asked Pruccoli to address safety concerns with the animals on the property and how 
they would address them.  Pruccoli stated the enclosures are very secure. They were created 
to keep rats and rodents out.  The space was cleaned and prepped for the animals, making 
sure they would not be injured in their own space.  Water and feed are kept clean, and wood 
ash from the restaurant is used in the pigpen for swine health.  
 
Kirsbaum questioned the manure and asked how they will mitigate the odor; how many times 
has the farm been fertilized to date?  Pruccoli stated they had not fertilized yet.  They will not 
spray fertilizer and explain the process they use to keep the odor down.  They will compost the 
manure and age it.  By the time they apply it, it will look like dirt.  Kirsbaum asked if the 
chickens will be slaughtered on site.  Pruccoli stated they are hens for laying eggs and will not 
be slaughtered.  Kirsbaum stated she received a letter from a concerned residents regarding 
predatory animals and attracting them.  Pruccoli stated they have taken more measures than 
normal people do with chicken coops and pig pens to ensure their safety.  Kirsbaum asked 
about the community’s safety with potential predatory animals stating she saw coyote in the 
area a few years ago.  Pruccoli stated in her 1 ½ years there she has not seen any coyotes. 
They keep everything clean, so odors do not attract them, and their enclosures are very secure. 
 
Rubin asked when they decided to have animals.  Pruccoli stated at the end of May.  Rubin 
asked if the food they feed the animals is regulated, and do the chickens eat any of the waste. 
Pruccoli stated the chickens will eat waste from the farm – cilantro, vegetables, etc.  Pruccoli 
stated there aren’t many regulations on what you can and cannot feed them. The USDA and 
FDA doesn’t get involved. There are best practices which they do apply.   She told everyone 
what they are fed. The Chef makes stock popsicles from vegetable stock.  This is given to the 
pigs and chickens. They are given the appropriate protein matter in a grain blend - soy and 
corn. Then they get the additional scraps of whatever the patrons aren’t finishing on their plates. 
 
Menuck asked if they have contacted other nearby farms to see if they want their scraps.  
Pruccoli stated they have.  There are none in close proximity or farms interested in creating a 
partnership.  Menuck addressed an article that was sent to City Hall regarding garbage feeding.  
Michigan doesn’t allow garbage feeding.  Pruccoli has heard of it, but they choose what goes 
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into a pig pen and what goes to a trash bin.  Menuck cited sections of the law stating you can 
only feed them plant based food, and that can’t even be on the same plate as meat or fish 
scraps. 
 
Schulz asked if the barn was approved as an accessory structure, and then the chicken coop 
was added as an extension?  Pruccoli stated the coop was added later.  They didn’t intend to 
put in a chicken coop originally.  Menuck asked what is in the barn.  Pruccoli stated a wash 
sink, wash/pack station, an office for her, storage for vegetables, equipment, beekeeping 
equipment, and other random materials, and then the lean-to building is a year-round enclosure 
for the chickens. 
 
Chairman Menuck opened the meeting to the public.   
 
Ron Goldman shared Governor Snyder signed a grow or feed bill.  Swine can’t be fed any 
animal byproducts.  The USDA says no animal feed mixed with waste. They would be required 
to keep accurate records of what the animals are fed. He feels it is impossible to keep other 
animals out of the feed.  He stated swine could easily pass pathogens to humans.  It invites 
fleas and ticks, which can be transmitted to the chickens.  He feels experts are needed from 
the state agriculture department.   
 
Tom Christman is concerned with the smell. Also, what happens if they are not taking care of 
the animals a few years down the road?  Will they be able to say, “no more?”   
 
Judy Roberts has been in the wholesale poultry and meat industry for 40 years. She feels this is 
a great idea and supports this.    
 
Ada Loo stated she started a group and got 40 signatures who are against allowing the animals.   
Some of their concerns are Sylvan table owners were not transparent and didn’t disclose their 
ideas.  They feel the staff isn’t qualified.  They are concerned with their property values 
declining.  She provided examples of similar ordinances from surrounding communities, not 
allowing farm animals.  There are concerns with water runoff with waste in it going into the lake.  
They feel there are negligent practices with being in close proximity to the neighborhood and 
church.   
 
Kathy Jensen approves of Sylvan Table’s request for animals.  It reflects on Sylvan Lake well.   
 
Pete Harrop feels a decision shouldn’t be made on “what ifs” or “coulds.” He has spoken with 
the owners, and there are tools in place to regulate this.  There is no reason to deny progress 
on a cutting-edge mentality in helping our environment. He would hate to see the city miss out 
on something cool.  
 
Sharon Maurina feels with amending this, they are opening it up to everyone in the city. Martin 
clarified this is not an ordinance amendment.  They are seeking permission as outlined in the 
ordinance.  There are some questions about the State of Michigan practices that need to be 
cleared up.  She is concerned with animal welfare.  
 
George Backalukas has concerns with predators coming into the neighborhood and getting 
small dogs.   
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Venette Hysmith has been working at Sylvan Table since May.  She asked if it would be 
possible to allow the animals for a year and have people come, observe, learn, and see they are 
not smelly?   
 
Bonnie Levey is concerned with the possible smell.  Right now, there is no smell, and the 
restaurant is beautiful, but what about next spring and when they start fertilizing.  She feels 
enough is enough.   
 
Chairman Menuck asked the petitioner if she wanted to answer any questions from the public 
comment.   
 
Pruccoli responded to the USDA swine regulation.  That is for swine production.  Sylvan Table 
is not doing a production; it is just five pigs.  The department of rural development classifies five 
pigs as a small hobby farm. There aren’t those rules and regulations.  Sylvan Tables chicken 
coop has a roof over it.  In time they will be insulating it.  There is electricity, and they will have 
some heat lamps for them.  She has not had any complaints of smell from any of the 
neighbors.  When it comes to the stormwater and the retention pond, it is the furthest point from 
the stormwater drain.  Any runoff would have to go through their vegetable fields. Pruccoli did 
speak to the Oakland County Health inspector, and there is no rule for proximity for having farm 
animals next to a restaurant.  Sylvan Table’s zoning is commercial compared to residential.  
So the comment of opening it up to everyone in the city is different because they are residential.   
 
Chairman Menuck feels they received a lot of good information but they need to look into it 
more.  She doesn’t feel a decision should be made now.   
 
Schulz asked Martin if he has received any complaints from the commercial neighbors.  Martin 
stated he has not.   
 
Kirsbaum feels more research needs to be done before making a decision.   
 
Rubin feels they need to hear from experts.  Are there any universal measures for smell and 
waste? 
 
Schulz asked if the city or its agents have the expertise to make inspections for such a facility?   
Martin stated it would depend on what conditions you would put on it.  The city can look to see 
if it is appropriate, but if it is to see if they are feeding them the right food – then no.   
 
Menuck asked if they can put a condition of a trial period if they granted permission.  Martin 
stated they could.  Menuck asked who would look at the pigs & chickens to see if they are 
being fed correctly or their spaces are being maintained.  Pruccoli responded MDARD is the 
governing body, and everything they have has been approved. The cropping system.  They will 
not certify the animals until they get the barn and farm situated.  Menuck asked if they know 
what is allowed?  is it the five pigs and 48 chickens?  Pruccoli stated yes, for the space they 
have, everything is within their requirements.  Menuck questioned if they inspect annually and 
is it announced or unannounced.  Pruccoli stated they inspect annually, and generally, it is 
unannounced.   
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Attorney Schultz stated the Board could craft conditions stating they must comply with state, 
federal and local laws.  He also explained that the conditions the Board can place on this 
request can be different than typical conditions for a variance.  
 
Menuck feels there could be another layer of city work with inspecting and taking calls from 
neighbors, etc.   
 
Schulz asked about imposing terms and conditions for a third-party inspector and having Sylvan 
Table pay for this.  Attorney Schultz stated it has to be reasonable.   
 
Martin added if they are considering tabling the request, they might want to consider a site visit 
during the next meeting.  They could meet at the Community Center, open the meeting, visit 
the site together and then return to the Community Center to finish the meeting.  The site visit 
would be open to the public as part of the meeting.  The Board could ask questions of the 
applicant and discuss the issues together.  The Zoning Board agreed with that idea. 
 

Moved by Harrop, seconded Schulz, to table the meeting to 6:00 p.m. September 8, 
2021, so the Board has time to think about questions and do more research.  The current 
animals may remain on site.   

 
 
Yes:  All 
No:   None 
       MOTION CARRIED 

 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
  
 Moved by Kirsbaum seconded Schulz to adjourn the meeting. 

 
 Yes: All 
 No:   None      MOTION CARRIED 

 
The meeting adjourned at 7:23 p.m. 
 

 
                                          
Patty Harrop, Secretary 
 
                                          
Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


